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The Department of English @ Cossimbazar Rajbari



Brief Introduction 
Ô The Department of English was established in 2006 with B. A.

General Programme initially and B. A. Honours was introduced in
2007 with a limited number of seats : 30. Gradually the intake
capacity for 1st year B. A. (hons . ) has increased and is currently
85. However, there has been a persistent staff shortage since the
initiation of the Department . Currently, we are a dedicated and
energetic group of seven faculty members with varied academic
interests and contributions . The Department stands focussed on the
wholistic development of the students and promotes Liberal
Humanities to empower students to venture out into cross -
disciplinary practices beyond the college .

Ô The strengths of the Department are the vibrancy of the regular
student community, collaborative engagements with various
institutions, informal discussion groups and innovative
pedagogical practices . We do not endorse private guidance and
guide books which we believe intellectually disables a candidate .
So individual authority over the language and literature is what
we are trying to inculcate here .



Faculty Members

ÔSudipto Mukhopadhyay , HOD, Assistant Professor, 
M.Phil, M.A. 

ÔRimpa Roy , Assistant Professor, M.A.

ÔRajarshee Gupta , Assistant Professor, M.Phil, 
M.A.

ÔHabibur Rehman , Govt.Approved PTT, M.A .  

ÔAnushua Chatterjee , Guest Faculty, M.A . 

Ôsabia parvin , Guest Faculty, M.A. 



THE BRICOLEURS:
ENGLISH LITERARY SOCIETY

Ô French anthropologist, Claude Levi - Strauss, popularised the concept of
Bricolage , a kind of a creative assemblage of things available,
predominantly improvised . Thus, one who improvises could be called a
Bricoleur .

So here we have borrowed one more French word to define the fraternity .

Ô The Bricoleurs is thus a collective platform which engages with the
cross disciplinary ventures to connect literature with allied artforms
and open up possibilities of a wholistic development of a student . It
bridges the hierarchical gap between a student and a teacher and
promotes a participation oriented appreciation . The English Literary
Society organises various innovative events in the department and is
run by a few dedicated enthusiasts .



Infrastructural Facilities available to the students

Ô Departmental Room : I t gives a priviledge for us to share a common
platform at a more informal level . It bridges the gap between the
teachers and the students who avail the facilities of the Department .
The facilities include :

Ô Departmental Library - The Book Club, a unit of The Bricoleurs, is
assigned to maintain the library . One could issue books regularly .
Most often the students are expected to provide a brief report on
their readings .

Ô Reference Section - Regular reading handouts are given to students
which allow them to explore the texts from multiple perspectives . This
year a course module has been prepared for each unit of the syllabus

Ô Computer for accessing the Digital Library - This session would have a
new facility in terms of digital library where they would have an
access to journals/articles from across the globe .

Ô Language Lab

Ô ICTClassroom



BOOK CLUB

Ô The department has initiated a book club for the students (current and
the pass outs) . The objective of the Book Club is to strengthen those
interested in the world of academics . The book club has books ranging
from simple story books for beginners to theoretical books and a
section which is specifically built for those who would be interested
into research work in the long run .

Ô The book club organises Departmental student seminars each year on
issues pertaining to the syllabus and beyond. In the session 2015- 16,
we have had two ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓƦseminar :

1. World literature

2. Indian literature

Ô In the session 2016- 17, we have had one ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓƦseminar

1. The Polyphony of World Literatures : Literature in English other than
British



DEPARTMENTAL STUDENT SEMINAR 

Ô Session 2015 - 16

Ô World literature : The students and faculty members presented
papers including Henrik )ÂÓÅÎƦÓDolls House and Ghosts ,
Frantz +ÁÆËÁƦÓMetamorphosis , /ÖÉÄƦÓMetamorphosis , an
Introductory Lecture on Russian Literature, Roland "ÁÒÔÈÅÓƦ
Mythologies .

Ô India writing in English : With an Introductory lecture on
Indian Writings in English, students & faculty members
presented on Mulk Raj !ÎÁÎÄƦÓUntouchables , Khuswant 3ÉÎÇÈƦÓ
Train to Pakistan , Amitav 'ÈÏÓÈƦÓThe Shadow Lines , and
Tamil Epic, #ÉÌÁÐÐÁÔÉËàÒÁÍ.



Ô Session 2016 - 17

Ô The Polyphony of World Literatures : The students presented
papers on literature in English other than British . From
African literature, Spanish, French, Russian to Indian
Literature, the students presented on Ngugi wa ÔÈÉÏÎÇƦÏƗ
Lorca, Moliere, Gay, Pushkin to Vijaya Tendulkar and also
gave PowerPoint presentation for selected papers .

These papers are mentored by departmental teachers and we have
zero tolerance for plagiarism . The best articles/papers
gathered over the span of two years are in process for a
departmental newsletter to be published soon.



Student Seminar: 

The Polyphony of World Literatures



INTER-DISCIPLINARY SEMINARS

Ô We are at the crossroads of an assemblage of multiple disciplines
when we study literature . So it is imperative to bring other
disciplines into the foray and broaden the perspectives of the young
learners . It is with this view that we have been able to organise two
Interdisciplinary Seminars in the last two sessions, 2015- 16 & 2016-
17:

Ô Saadat Hasan Manto and Ismat Chugtai : The authors of resistances in
Urdu Literature : The scholars from Department of Urdu of our
institution, Dr. Shakil Ahmed Khan (Teacher - in - Charge) and Md.
Mustaq, introduced the two authors and positioned them within the
trajectory of literatures of resistances .

Ô Oral Histories : )ÔƦÓTrajectories and Possibilities : Jointly with
IQAC, Faculty Development Programme, the Department organised this
event where Mr. Sudipto Mukhopadhyay gave an overview of the topic in
concern referencing on the field experiences of Tribal oral
narratives . The other presenter, Md. Dilwar Hossain, gave an audio -
visual presentation on partition narratives based on his field
experiences while working for Partition Archives . The students were
introduced to a new segment of academia of oral history and
documentation .



LECTURE-DEMONSTRATION

Ô The Department has organised four lecture - demonstrations in the past two
sessions . The initiative of the Department is to indulge the students
beyond the curricula and ensure a wholistic growth of literary minds.

Ô French Revolution & the Emergence of Bourgeois Ethics : Mr. Sudipto
Mukhopadhyay, along with the visual indexes, showed how the concepts of
ƥÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓƦand ƥÆÒÅÅÄÏÍƦcreated various resistive forces around the new
founded Bourgeoisie in the 18th / 19th century and the counter narratives of
ethics created by the Bourgeoisie thereafter to combat these nodes of
resistances .

Ô On Photography : Mr. Nabhonil Basu, a professional photographer, introduced
the ways of seeing through the camera. This was the first academic
engagement with camera for all the students . The aim of such an event is to
build a sensibility among the students community and initiate a new
department of Media Studies in our institution in the near future .

Ô Modern Bengali Poetry : Dr. Dipan Das, Department of Bengali, surfaced
through the trajectories of Modern Bengali Poetry and discussed the ongoing
debates between centre and the margin .

Ô Rabindranath and his short stories : Dr. Dipan Das, Department of Bengali,
contexualised the contemporaneity and the significance of 4ÁÇÏÒÅƦÓshort
stories .



Lecture Demonstration on Photography 

conducted by Nabhonil Basu



WORKSHOPS
The Department allows a collective platform for the chosen students
to participate in various workshops beyond the curriculum . In the
session 2016- 17, the Department has organized three workshops :

Workshop on Elementary Linguistics and Training on Language
Documentation - It was a joint venture with Jadavpur University,
Kolkata, where Dr. Atanu Saha, Assistant Professor, from the
Department for Linguistics, JU, conducted a two- days event which
carried both theoretical and practical components of Language
Documentation and was attended by our students and groups of student
enthusiasts and faculty members from neighbouring colleges of
Murshidabad . One objective of this workshop was to promote a new
discipline within the students community of this district .

Workshop on English Proficiency and Communicative Skills : The faculty
members of the Department conducted this day- long event to make the
students work in smaller groups . This was targeted at the first and
the second year students . The participants carried various activities
in groups and presented at the end of the workshop . This workshop
showed that English could be fun when the participants are indulged
beyond the books.



Snippets of Workshop on Elementary Linguistics

conducted by Dr.Atanu Saha, Deptt of Linguistics, JU



Ô Workshop on Digital News: How an Online News Agency Works: The one- day
event was organised by The Bricoleurs, English Literary Society, and was
conducted by Arnab Nandy from THE TELEGRAPH. It was primarily a practical
oriented workshop where participants created their own news feeds and got a
live in - hand experience of working in the world of Digital Media. This
could be an upcoming career option for a few enthusiastic participants .

Ô

Ô The Department and IQAC of the college have jointly organised a Faculty
Development Workshop on Teacher Skill Development Programme for ESL
Learners where Rituparna Mukherjee, Department - in - charge, Department of
Communicative English, Jogmaya Devi College, Kolkata, conducted the day-
long event where faculty members from six neighbouring colleges
participated along with the faculty members of this department . It was
rather a small group in which we had intense discussions regarding the
problems we face in teaching the students of Murshidabad . One outcome of
the workshop was an agreement to build up a network between colleges to
combat the problems . This is in process of getting materialised in the near
future .



Snippets of 

Digital News 

Workshop

conducted by 

Arnab Nandy ,

The Telegraph 


